PROVERBS.                         t?5

foolish changing without any reason cannot benefit
any one. But things can gather rust as well as
moss by keeping still, and this is certainly not a
good thing.

" Where there's a will there's a way/' So the
old proverb says, and this is probably nearly always
true, except that no one can do what is impossible.
" Look before you leap " is also good advice for
impetuous people, who are apt to do a thing rashly
and wonder afterwards whether they have done
wisely*

The most interesting thing about proverbs to the
student of words is that they are always made up
of simple words such as early peoples always used.
But we go on repeating them, using sometimes
words which we should never choose in ordinary
speech, and yet never noticing that they are old-
fashioned and quaint.

It is true that there are some sayings which arc
so often quoted that they seem almost like proverbs.
But a line of poetry or prose, however often it
may be quoted, is not a proverb if it is taken from
the writings of a person whom we know to have
used it for the first time. These are merely quota-
tions. No one can say who was the first person to
use any particular proverb. Even so long ago as the
days of the great Greek philosopher Aristotle many
proverbs which are used in nearly every land to-
day were ages old, Aristotle describes them as
" fragments of an elder wisdom/*